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The biggest challenge of my life was figuring out how to naturalize myself here in the 
United States while being homeless. You see, I was a foster care kid living in British 
Columbia before my mother brought me across the border under a blanket in the back of a 
van. This was before the border was heavily restricted. Cut to the age of 16 when my 
mother and stepfather moved into a trailer park that didn’t allow for children. I had been 
living with them in a trailer in Monroe, WA up until that point.  

I had been enrolled in high school but never got to graduate because my home life 
was so turbulent. When I found myself living outside, I found a way to get my GED in 2009. 
Then, also in 2009, I found a lawyer at a free legal clinic who said he would help me out pro-
bono. It took several years. But I managed to obtain my permanent resident card.  

This challenge shaped me and humbled me because I now know what it’s like to not 
know when your next meal will come. I also know what it’s like to go to school in dirty 
clothing because I lived under a bridge while I was obtaining my GED certificate. You really 
wind up depending on the good graces of humanity when you live outside. And, let me tell 
you, not everyone is so kind.  

Cut to now where I’m finally enrolled in my dream degree, social work. I’m a 3.8 GPA 
student with a tenacious attitude about getting good grades. I never forget where I’m going 
because I won’t forget where I’ve come from. My dream now is to open up a center for 
homeless youth that has a focus on the arts. I’d like to have the center stocked with art 
supplies so that at-risk and homeless youth can come and express themselves for a few 
hours a day, while obtaining case management.  

Being homeless has taught me that there are real needs within my community. 
There is only one center that focuses on artwork in Seattle. I’d like to collaborate with them 
and help to fill some gaps in social services. I’d also like to work with other nonprofit 
organizations in the area so that homeless youth can have a wrap-around approach to their 
case management.  

It won’t be easy. But one thing I’ve learned from my journey through homelessness 
to now is that nothing is impossible. I just have to keep my eyes on the prize and continue to 
fight for what I believe in. I could easily slip into a place of “poor me,” and give up because 
my life has been so traumatic before and during homelessness. But that’s just not who I am. 
Grief is tough, but I am far tougher. Thank you for considering me in this application. It 
means the world that there are people out there who see challenges as opportunities, and 
not just challenges that we all go through. 

 


